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the band to study conducting with Sir John Barbirolli, he returned 
to the band. Once again he was conducting with his left hand. When 
queried by Dunn about reverting to his left hand, Roly simply stated 
“Sir John conducts left-handed.” That ended the discussion and Roly 
was still conducting left-handed in Cobourg when he retired.

Changes coming
We have just learned of two significant changes in local bands. The 

Whitby Brass Band, which will celebrate 155 years this year, is looking 
for a new conductor. The band rehearses on Thursday evenings, and 
like other bands, has performances at various times throughout the 
year. Preference will be given to someone with previous brass band 
conducting experience. Applications will be accepted until March 2. 
Information is available at whitbybrassband.com.

The other change is the possible return of the Uxbridge Community 
Concert Band. After 25 seasons, conductor Steffan Brunette took a 
year off last year to pursue some other interests. He is now back in 
town, and with the assistance of other interested musicians, hopes 
to have something to report on possible future directions for another 
season of summer music.

Sam Caruana
As is so often the case in relation-

ships in the world of music, I can’t 
recall where or when I first met Sam 
Caruana. All I know is that I played 
alongside Sam in many groups over 
many years. Having chatted with 
Sam just a few weeks before, I was 
shocked to learn of his passing on 
December 16, 2017. Sam served 
in the King’s Own Royal Malta 
Regiment during WWII, then moved 
to England after the war for a job 
in music. While touring with the 
Benny Daniels Dance Band in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, Sam met Kay and 
they married in 1952. 

After a musical career in Britain, 
Sam moved to Toronto in 1974, 
initially staying with his sister in the 
Junction (Little Malta) neighbour-
hood of Toronto. He was joined by 
Kay and son Paul shortly thereafter. Sam is survived by his wife Kay, 
sons Benny and Paul and their families. Sam will certainly be missed 
by his many musical friends, including those in the Metropolitan 

Silver Band, The Encore Symphonic Concert Band and the Malta Club 
Band. He played in all of them until very recently.

In a recent email his daughter-in-law Joanna told me that she had 
“forgotten to say that in addition to the Benny Daniels band in Britain, 
Sam also played with the BBC and for a circus band, where his paper-
bag lunch got stolen daily, until he discovered that an elephant was 
stealing it from under his chair on the raised stage! In Toronto he 
played for too many bands to mention, including a Schwaben Oompah 
band, and more recently, the Toronto Mambo Project.”

Coming Events
Feb 1 at 12pm the Encore Symphonic Concert Band presents “In 

Concert.” Big band swing, jazz, film scores and marches. Wilmar 
Heights Centre, 963 Pharmacy Ave., Scarborough.

Feb 25 starting at 10am, this year’s York University Community 
Band Festival will begin. The four bands participating will be the 
Newmarket Citizens Band, the Aurora Community Band, the Thornhill 
Community Band and the Richmond Hill Concert Band. In the 
morning each band will rehearse their selections in separate rooms. 
After lunch, each band will have 15 minutes to perform their own 
numbers and then the massed band will perform the finale for the 

afternoon.
Feb 25 at 3pm, the Guelph Concert Band presents 

“Broadway Showstoppers,” selections from Frozen, Hamilton, 
Wicked, 42nd Street, Chicago, Phantom of the Opera, Les 
Misérables and others; Patrick Stiles, vocals/piano; Bridget 
Walsh, violin; guests: Kelly Holiff and Jeigh Madjus, vocals. 
River Run Centre, 35 Woolwich St., Guelph. 519-763-3000.

Mar 4 at 3pm, the Weston Silver Band will present 
“Kaleidoscope,” including Blue Rondo a la Turk (Brubeck), 
Impressions (Kevin Lau), Pink Panther (Mancini), The Red 
Novae (Graham), David of the White Rock, and the march, 
The Thin Red Line, at Glenn Gould Studio, 250 Front St. W.

Mar 4 at 3:30pm, the Wychwood Clarinet Choir presents 
“Midwinter Sweets” featuring Five Bagatelles Op.23 by Gerald 
Finzi; Minuet from “A Downland Suite” by John Ireland; 
Georgia on my Mind by Hoagy Carmichael, Steve Macdonald 
tenor saxophone soloist; Rikudim, “Four Israeli Folk Dances” 
by Jan Van der Roost; Baby Elephant Walk by Henry Mancini. 
Artistic director and clarinet soloist Michele Jacot. Church of 
St. Michael and All Angels, 611 St. Clair Ave, W; wychwood-
clarinetchoir.com. 

Jack MacQuarrie plays several brass instruments and has 
performed in many community ensembles. He can be contacted at 
bandstand@thewholenote.com.

Sam Caruana
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